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in the early twentieth century abolitionists sought to stamp out sex work by penalizing all involved in the generation
that followed neo abolitionists looked at the sex industry from a feminist perspective claiming that workers were
victims caught in a patriarchal matrix yet both agreed that sex work was a destructive and corrupting force that
should be eliminated in this lucid and fearless volume five academics and activists convey their vision of prostitution
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as work albeit stigmatized and marginalized labour in chapters that consider the nature of sex work the legal
framework that seeks to control the sex industry the historical debates over its existence the spectre of human
trafficking and community based activism from within the industry the authors assert the central place of sex
workers in discussions about their lives and work this book opposes discourses that position sex workers as victims
without agency

this fascinating and controversial new book explores the concept that not only does sexuality pervade every aspect
of organizations but also that organization pervades every aspect of our sexuality

recent years have seen a panic over online red light districts which supposedly seduce vulnerable young women
into a life of degradation and new york times columnist nicholas kristof s live tweeting of a cambodian brothel raid
but rarely do these fearful salacious dispatches come from sex workers themselves and rarely do they deviate from
the position that sex workers must be rescued from their condition and the industry simply abolished a position
common among feminists and conservatives alike in playing the whore journalist melissa gira grant turns these
pieties on their head arguing for an overhaul in the way we think about sex work based on ten years of writing and
reporting on the sex trade and grounded in her experience as an organizer advocate and former sex worker playing
the whore dismantles pervasive myths about sex work criticizes both conditions within the sex industry and its
criminalization and argues that separating sex work from the legitimate economy only harms those who perform
sexual labor in playing the whore sex workers demands too long relegated to the margins take center stage sex
work iswork and sex workers rights are human rights

this collection brings together established and exciting new voices to shed light on the language of and about sex
work offering an empirically nuanced understanding of commercial sex through language while there is burgeoning
literature on sex work in the social sciences there has been little work to date centering it from a linguistic
perspective chapters make the case for language as central to sex work practices and the transactions of intimacy in
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the negotiation of services promotional strategies and the performance of desire featuring insights from diverse
geographic contexts the chapters critically reflect on different dimensions of language and sex work including sex
work gender and desire online sex work sex work and race sex worker advocacy and the language of victimization
and exploitation the volume illuminates the ways in which commercial sex work is negotiated in embodied linguistic
interaction and attendant issues of power identity gender race and desire this book systematizes the body of
growing knowledge around language and sex work from an interdisciplinary lens it is key reading for scholars
policymakers and activists in sociolinguistics and discourse analysis as well as fields such as anthropology sociology
criminology and health and social care

aims to provide an overview of prostitution approaching the subject from an interdisciplinary perspective and
cutting across the conventional boundaries of sociology criminology politics and social policy this book addresses
the relationship between prostitutes and the communities in which they live and work

sex work is a subject of significant contestation across academic disciplines as well as within legal medical moral
feminist political and socio cultural discourses a large body of research exists but much of this focuses on the sale of
sex by women to men and ignores other performances practices meanings and embodiments in the contemporary
sex industry a queer agenda is important in order to challenge hetero centric gender norms and to develop new
insights into how gender sex power crime work migration space place health and intimacy are understood in the
context of commercial sexual encounters queer sex work explores what it might mean to be do and think queer ly in
the study and practice of commercial sex it brings together a multiplicity of empirical case studies including erotic
dance venues online sex working pornography grey sexual economies and bsdm and offers a variety of perspectives
from academic scholars policy practitioners activists and sex workers themselves in so doing the book advances a
queer politics of sex work that aims to disrupt heteronormative logics whilst also making space for different voices
in academic and political debates about commercial sex this unique and multidisciplinary volume will be
indispensable for scholars and students of the global sex trade and of gender sexuality feminism and queer theory
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more broadly as well as policymakers activists and practitioners interested in the politics and practice of sex work in
local national and international contexts

a gateway at the u s mexico border tijuana is a complex urban center with a sizeable population of sex workers an in
depth case study of the trade sex work and the city is the first major ethnographic publication on contemporary
prostitution in this locale providing a detailed analysis of how sex workers experiences and practices are shaped by
policing and regulation contextualizing her research within the realm of occupational risk yasmina katsulis
examines the experiences of a diverse range of sex workers in the region and explores the implications of
prostitution particularly regarding the spheres of class hierarchies public health and other broad social effects
based on eighteen months of intensive fieldwork and nearly 400 interviews with sex workers customers city officials
police local health providers and advocates sex work and the city describes the arenas of power and the potential
for disenfranchisement created by municipal laws designed to regulate the trade providing a detailed analysis of
this subculture s significance within tijuana and its implications for debates over legalization of vice elsewhere in the
world katsulis draws on powerful narratives as workers describe the risks of their world ranging from hiv aids and
rape by police or customers to depression work related stress drug and alcohol addiction and social stigma
insightful and compelling sex work and the city captures the lives and deaths of a population whose industry has
broad implications for contemporary society at large

this book takes readers behind the screen to uncover how digital technologies have affected the uk sex industry the
authors use extensive new datasets to explore the working practices safety and regulation of the sex industry for
female male and trans sex workers primarily working in the uk insights are given as to how sex workers use the
internet in their everyday working lives appropriating social media private online spaces and marketing strategies to
manage their profiles businesses and careers internet sex work also explores safety strategies in response to new
forms of crimes experienced by sex workers as well as policing responses the book will be of interest to students
and scholars across a range of social science disciplines including gender studies socio legal studies criminology and
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sociology

globally discussions about sex work focus on exploitation the media regularly provides us with stories about teen
girls coerced to perform sexual acts for money frequently beaten and robbed by their pimps or traffickers while one
would have to be hard pressed to deny that sex workers are victimized the popular media and our political leaders
emphasize sex work as exclusively exploitative in negotiating sex work carisa r showden and samantha majic
present a series of essays that depict sex work as an issue far more complex than generally perceived positions on
sex work are primarily divided between those who consider that selling sexual acts is legitimate work and those who
consider it a form of exploitation organized into three parts negotiating sex work rejects this either or framework
and offers instead diverse and compelling contributions that aim to reframe these viewpoints part i addresses how
knowledge about sex work and sex workers is generated the next section explores how nations and political actors
who claim to protect individuals in sex work often further marginalize them finally part iii examines sex workers own
political organizational efforts to combat laws and policies that deem them deviant sinful or total victims

this book explores exiting programs for sex workers which are behavioural change interventions that support
people to stop selling sex this book examines questions about how we should conceptualise and respond to exiting
and by centring sex workers voices it provides evidence of the impact of these programs it examines sex work
exiting not as something sex workers need to stop doing but as part of sex work careers drawing on interviews and
a global program review to establish best practice this book challenges the idea of sex work as something a person
is in or out of it also explores sex workers resistance to this area of programming to highlight the power and politics
of exiting using a labour framing and seeing sex work as career this book repositions exiting as career development
and sheds new light on everyday working circumstances popular discourses policies and programs and grassroots
struggles for change as a co collaboration incorporating knowledge from researchers and lived experience experts
this book is a unique addition that challenges the dominant abolitionist anti sex work framings and is of interest to
academics policy makers sex worker support organisations and non government organisations globally
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this imaginative and comprehensive introduction to the sex industry is as welcome as it is timely this is a rewarding
and topical book that i would urge all interested parties to consult graham scambler professor of medical sociology
university college london a remarkably thorough analysis of prostitution in contemporary society situating sex work
at the intersection of economy occupation and emotion the authors illuminate the complex forces that shape
prostitution within an emerging global order bringing their analysis full circle they close with a helpful exploration
of the methods by which researchers are able to investigate an area of such danger and controversy all in all a
courageous and important book jeff ferrell visiting professor of criminology university of kent uk and professor of
sociology texas christian university usa this excellent text fills a gap in the market as it explores the full range of
issues covering sex work policy and politics a fascinating and informative text which will become the leading
handbook in this area dr louise westmarland senior lecturer in criminology the open university many commentators
have attempted to analyze and explain the nature of prostitution however this is the first textbook to offer a
complete overview of the way it operates within contemporary society its characteristics organzational structures
and cultural contexts the book also explores how criminal social and health policies have sought to regulate and
control the selling of sex this introduction to the sociology and criminology of sex work is comprehensive covering
all key areas common to the study of the female sex industry and also includes male and transgender sex work and
the sexual exploitation of young people interdisciplinary combining sociological approaches with criminology
criminal justice studies social policy health research and sexuality studies comparative including the international
context of the sex industry drawing on european and other examples of law regulation and systems that govern the
sex industry student focused offering a lively writing style case studies summaries of relevant legislation study
questions and guidance on further reading accessible assisting student learning and aiding lecturers in their
teaching written by leading experts with over 20 years experience in researching and teaching in the field this is a
must for all criminology criminal justice and sociology students taking modules in sex industry and prostitution
studies it will also appeal to those in gender studies and social policy

sex work has always attracted policy public and prurient interest currently legal frameworks in developed countries
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range from prohibition through partial legalisation to active regulation globalisation has increased women s
mobility between developing and developed countries at the same time as women s employment opportunities in
the developed world are shifting family and intimate relationships are being transformed by changing
demographics shifting social mores and new intersections between intimate lives and global markets sex work is
located at the nexus of new intimacies shifting employment patterns and changing global mobilities this volume
examines the working lives of contemporary sex workers their practices their labour market conditions and their
engagement with domestic and international regulatory frameworks it locates the voices and experiences of
workers in melbourne australia at the centre of the sexual services industry as they reflect on brothels and
independent escort work on working conditions and managers and on the relationships they form with clients it
offers a new account of sex work where women s labour and mobility is understood as central in local and global
imperatives to offer sexual services it examines how these new imperatives intersect with challenge and exceed
existing regulatory frameworks for sex work sex work labour mobility and sexual services draws together the
everyday practices of sex workers and the broader global markets in which workers negotiate employment in
bringing together these two important intersecting areas it offers a grounded and innovative account of sex work
which will be of interest to academics and policy makers concerned with sex work gender studies and the sociology
of labour

this is a richly detailed account of the way the sex industry works and one of the few empirical studies that
investigates the off street industry in britain the book seeks to advance a greater knowledge of the social
organisation of the sex industry by uncovering the day to day activities of women involved in the indoor markets
what types of occupational risks do women experience in work of this kind how do these hazards affect their
personal lives a key concern throughout the book is to assess whether women are passive victims of the
circumstances of prostitution or whether they understand and calculate their responses to danger drawing upon
both sociological and criminological theories and on detailed research in the city of birmingham the author
addresses these questions by estimating the rationality of those responses and by providing a measure of how
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women make sense of different risks sex work a risky business describes how women create complex psychological
and emotional techniques to maintain their sanity while selling sex and goes on to argue that the indoor sex
markets in britain have a distinct occupational culture with a set of social norms code of conduct and moral
hierarchies that make it a high regulated workplace despite its illicit and sometimes illegal nature

sex work and human dignity explores how dignity based discourses are used by those who write and talk about
prostitution and also what role these discourses may play in shaping wider cultural understandings of sex work and
sex workers

this edited collection showcases innovative up and coming researchers work in the field of sex work studies across
labour work and relationships this research is pushing the boundaries of the subject asking new questions carving
new methodological terrain and contributing new ideas and empirical findings to the existing literature drawing on
sociology criminology media studies social and health policy law and socio legal studies the chapters reflect a range
of new topics in the sex work studies literature such as religious readings porn workers and their interactions with
fans romantic relationships and humour at work studies are drawn from europe south america turkey ireland new
zealand and the usa this book speaks to academics across the social sciences and humanities who are interested in
sex work studies

violence and sex work in britain explores violence and homicide in the context of sex work showing how current law
and repressive policing tactics exacerbate vulnerability it describes the unique role of outreach projects in
addressing violence against sex workers analysing sex workers own accounts of attacks from these and other
sources it demonstrates that violence against sex workers rarely comes from paying clients and highlights the risks
imposed by criminalization the phenomenon of community and institutional violence against sex workers is also
explored with a personal perspective on residents actions to drive out street sex workers from balsall heath
birmingham in the 1990s it analyses the characteristics and alleged motives of attackers and killers based on
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research into prosecutions for non fatal attacks and over 100 homicides of sex workers in britain the crimes of peter
sutcliffe steve wright and many other less notorious killers are investigated in relation to vulnerability policy and
policing issues it exposes inadequacies in the criminal justice system leading to failures in investigations and
prosecutions and failures to prevent violence from known offenders it attacks the radical feminist ideology currently
driving government policy arguing that its stigmatization of sex workers clients ignores sex workers own
experiences and testimony while colluding with policies that make sex work more dangerous book jacket

the turn of the twenty first century has witnessed an eruption of nonfiction films on sex work the first book to
examine a cross section of this diverse and transnational body of work sexography confronts the ethical questions
raised by ethnographic documentary and interviews with sexually marginalized subjects nicholas de villiers argues
that carnal and cultural knowledge are inextricably entangled in ethnographic sex work documentaries de villiers
offers a reading of cinema as a technology of truth and advances a theory of confessional and counterconfessional
performance by the interviewed subject who must negotiate both loaded questions and stigma he pays special
attention to the tactical negotiation of power in these films and how cultural and geopolitical shifts have affected
sex work and sex workers throughout sexography analyzes the films of a range of non sex worker filmmakers
including jennie livingston pier paolo pasolini shohini ghosh and cui zi en as well as films produced by sex workers
in addition it identifies important parallels and intersections between queer and sex worker rights activist
movements and their documentary historiography de villiers ultimately demonstrates how commercial sex is
intertwined with culture and power he advocates shifting our approach from scrutinizing the motives of those who
sell sex to examining the motives and roles of the filmmakers and transnational audiences creating and consuming
films about sex work

from dance hall girls to happy hookers the world has always been fascinated with sex workers now a woman who s
done almost every kind of sex work imaginable reveals the actual details of sex work how to get a job how to keep
yourself safe how much you can expect to make how to plan your exit strategy and more as well as dozens of juicy
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anecdotes about what life is like between the sheets an essential manual for anybody who s ever considered a
career as a phone sex operator escort call girl exotic dancer adult film performer or any other kind of sex worker

first published in 2004 major changes have taken place in the sex industry in europe over the past decade we have
seen increasing migration and diversification along with major shifts in policy towards the industry there is very little
published on sex work in europe but the demand is growing for information and analyses of the situation today
from people working on health policy gender and employment the authors of this book examine sex work in terms
of economic and social restructuring concerns about infection and recent policy developments on prostitution

overview and introduction to the issues that affect health and human rights of sex workers
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