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an authoritative and balanced assessment of a great american commander general robert e lee handsome immaculately attired and dignified quickly emerged

as one of the great heroes of the american civil war this is rather surprising for as brian holden reid points out in his lucid new study lee was the most

successful general to command troops against the armies of the united states before general vo nguyen giap in vietnam lee s reputation as a peerless

commander was greatly embroidered by writers after 1865 who were dedicated to the lost cause and presented a sentimental picture of the old south with

lee as its finest product his character and achievements in the civil war were presented as a validation of the confederate cause it is important for historians

to come to terms with this legacy professor holden reid briskly surveys the forms that the lee legend took after his death in 1870 and discusses the reasons
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behind the way it crystallised as it did as a non american he brings a fresh detached eye to this process holden reid argues that lee s qualities as a general

do not require any exaggeration or embellishment lee s short period of field command just under three years was marked by imagination decisiveness

stamina and a determination to win the civil war rather than just avoid losing it holden reid defends lee stoutly against later critics who have argued that his

offensive strategy was self defeating he believes that it was the only realistic course offered to the confederacy to win its independence he acknowledges

though that all great commanders have their faults lee exhibited occasional over confidence under estimated his enemy and failed to develop his staff in any

modern sense the result is an authoritative and balanced assessment of a great american commander

with rigorous research and unprecedented insight into robert e lee s personal and public lives michael fellman here uncovers the intelligent ambitious and

often troubled man behind the legend exploring his life within the social cultural and political context of the nineteenth century american south

the best and most balanced of the lee biographies new york review of books the life of robert e lee is a story not of defeat but of triumph triumph in

clearing his family name triumph in marrying properly triumph over the mighty mississippi in his work as an engineer and triumph over all other military

men to become the towering figure who commanded the confederate army in the american civil war but late in life lee confessed that he was always

wanting something in this probing and personal biography emory thomas reveals more than the man himself did robert e lee has been and continues to be a

symbol and hero in the american story but in life thomas writes lee was both more and less than his legend here is the man behind the legend

this book is an interesting addition to the voluminous biographical literature of the war that has been made in the memoirs of robert e lee general a l long

of the confederate army was a friend and fellow soldier of lee this large volume has been written under great difficulties the author having lost his sight but

like some more eminent american historians who have worked under similar disadvantages he has not slighted his task but has made diligent use of a great

body of material the work is not autobiographical of course but makes large use of the words and records of general lee its value rests in its full clear and

enthusiastic presentation of the character and career of one of the most remarkable men of a great epoch included are also the full official reports of gen lee

with copious selections from his confidential letters dispatches and official communications never before published the only official record of the closing years

of the war

robert e lee was both a military genius and a spiritual leader considered by many southerners and nonsoutherners alike to have been a near saint in the

marble man a leading civil war military historian examines the hold of lee on the american mind and traces the campaign in historiography that elevated him

to national hero status
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of all the heroes produced by the civil war robert e lee is the most revered and perhaps the most misunderstood lee is widely portrayed as an ardent

antisecessionist who left the united states army only because he would not draw his sword against his native virginia a southern aristocrat who opposed

slavery and a brilliant military leader whose exploits sustained the confederate cause alan nolan explodes these and other assumptions about lee and the war

through a rigorous reexamination of familiar and long available historical sources including lee s personal and official correspondence and the large body of

writings about lee looking at this evidence in a critical way nolan concludes that there is little truth to the dogmas traditionally set forth about lee and the

war

pryor s biography helps part with a lot of stupid out there about lee chiefly that he was somehow anti slavery ta nehisi coates theatlantic com an unorthodox

critical and engaging biography boston globe winner of the lincoln prize robert e lee is remembered by history as a tragic figure stoic and brave but distant

and enigmatic using dozens of previously unpublished letters as departure points pryor produces a stunning personal account of lee s military ability shedding

new light on every aspect of the complex and contradictory general s life story explained for the first time in the context of the young united states s

tumultuous societal developments lee s actions reveal a man forced to play a leading role in the formation of the nation at the cost of his private happiness

examines the religious and spiritual character of robert e lee in his conduct and relations with his family associates friends and enemies

revered in his lifetime robert e lee achieved legendary status after his death this memoir by lee s son gathers a wealth of material written by the general

offering rare glimpses of the man behind the uniform with scenes from family life and touching letters from a loving husband and father

an important primary source for eighty years lee s dispatches is now once again available to civil war scholars students and enthusiasts when first published

in 1914 these letters written between june 2 1862 and april 1 1865 put lee s strategy in clearer perspective and shed new light on certain of his moves that

had been in dispute as douglas southall freeman states in the introduction every written line of lee s was a lesson in war for example the letters reveal that

in 1862 when plans for the defense of richmond were under review the confederate high command considered but rejected a bold proposal to strengthen

stonewall jackson s army in the shenandoah valley embark on a vigorous offensive campaign against the north and if necessary abandon richmond together

these 215 dispatches offer a portrait of lee that can otherwise be glimpsed only by sifting through hundreds of other letters scattered through the ponderous

volumes of the official records they fill many important details about the leadership of the south s greatest general especially about his close and always

cooperative relationships with president davis

this remarkable portrait of the idol of the confederacy features personal reminiscences by his son as well as the general s letters to his family from the
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mexican american and civil wars

robert e lee was a confederate general who commanded the army of northern virginia in the american civil war lee had a long and successful military career

that spanned over 30 years and he is considered to be one of the greatest generals in the history of the united states recollections and letters of general

robert e lee is a book that provides great insight into the legendary general s character

a wall street journal best book of the year from the award winning historian and best selling author of gettysburg comes the definitive biography of robert e

lee an intimate look at the confederate general in all his complexity his hypocrisy and courage his inner turmoil and outward calm his disloyalty and his

honor an important contribution to reconciling the myths with the facts new york times book review robert e lee is one of the most confounding figures in

american history lee betrayed his nation in order to defend his home state and uphold the slave system he claimed to oppose he was a traitor to the country

he swore to serve as an army officer and yet he was admired even by his enemies for his composure and leadership he considered slavery immoral but

benefited from inherited slaves and fought to defend the institution and behind his genteel demeanor and perfectionism lurked the insecurities of a man

haunted by the legacy of a father who stained the family name by declaring bankruptcy and who disappeared when robert was just six years old in robert e

lee the award winning historian allen guelzo has written the definitive biography of the general following him from his refined upbringing in virginia high

society to his long career in the u s army his agonized decision to side with virginia when it seceded from the union and his leadership during the civil war

above all guelzo captures robert e lee in all his complexity his hypocrisy and courage his outward calm and inner turmoil his honor and his disloyalty

this book reveals the incredible life of the legendary general one of the most prominent figures of the confederate army in the american civil war it also

contains his personal writings which paint a full picture of lee s life robert edward lee was an american general known for commanding the confederate army

of northern virginia in the american civil war from 1862 until his surrender in 1865 content robert e lee by john esten cooke lee s early life the lees of

virginia general light horse harry lee stratford lee s early manhood and career in the united states army his reception at richmond lee in 1861 the war begins

lee s advance into western virginia lee s last interview with bishop meade in front of richmond plan of the federal campaign johnston is wounded lee

assigned to the command on the chickahominy lee s plan of assault the retreat richmond in danger the war advances northward lee s manoeuvres lee

advances from the rapidan jackson flanks general pope lee invades maryland lee concentrates at fredericksburg the battle of fredericksburg chancellorsville

and gettysburg advance of general hooker jackson s attack and fall the battle of chancellorsville lee s plans and objects the cavalry fight at fleetwood lee in

pennsylvania the last charge at gettysburg lee s retreat across the potomac the cavalry of lee s army lee flanks general meade lee in the autumn and winter

of 1863 lee s last campaigns and last days first battles at petersburg the siege of richmond begun the mine explosion the southern lines broken lee evacuates

petersburg writings of robert e lee robert e lee s letter announcing surrender robert e lee s farewell address to the army of northern virginia testimony of
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general r e lee general lee s final report of the pennsylvania campaign and battle of gettysburg patriotic letters of confederate leaders

this work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it this work is in the

public domain in the united states of america and possibly other nations within the united states you may freely copy and distribute this work as no entity

individual or corporate has a copyright on the body of the work scholars believe and we concur that this work is important enough to be preserved

reproduced and made generally available to the public to ensure a quality reading experience this work has been proofread and republished using a format

that seamlessly blends the original graphical elements with text in an easy to read typeface we appreciate your support of the preservation process and thank

you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant

robert e lee offers both a succinct biography and the definitive collection of photographs important paintings original engravings artifacts and significant

documents pertaining to the confederate general although the civil war years are emphasized lee s early years the mexican war and the postwar years in

lexington are amply explored

a selection of the conservative book club i can think of no better guide for young men embarking on the adventure of life than the maxims of robert e lee h

w crocker iii author of robert e lee on leadership must reading for all fathers and sons the example of robert e lee illustrates in stark colors what it means to

be a man a model essential for all of us who are products of this distinctly unmanly age rick williams has placed us all in his debt with this wonderful

anthology of lee s wisdom and grace j steven wilkins author of call of duty the sterling nobility of robert e lee gen robert e lee 1807 70 was renowned for

his brilliant leadership during the civil war however his genius extended far beyond the battlefield all his life he relied upon his faith for strength and

guidance not only in troubled times but also as the foundation upon which he based all of his dealings with others this volume contains his advice and

observations drawn from the great man s own writings on crucial topics such as education duty humility and christian faith making this a valuable guide for

today s youth each section is preceded by a brief anecdote from his life and each of the quotes is described with the time and circumstance

the sesquicentennial of the american civil war presents a unique opportunity to consider the motivation behind general robert e lee s efforts to defend the

confederacy against his once beloved united states what will be learned from this book is that general lee was following in the footsteps of his idol general

george washington general lee was not fighting to perpetuate and expand slavery self aggrandizement or military glory he was fighting for the 1776 principles

of government based upon the consent of the governed the 1789 principles of the rule of law and for a judeo christian based civilization while lee s military

genius and commitment to duty are widely acknowledged his political acumen is for the most part underrated master of the art of politics as much as war

which is politics by other means lee considered both normative arts concerned with the happiness and noble actions of the citizens in fact lee s successes and
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failures on the battlefield were due in large measure to his worldview that if the confederacy were to survive its citizenry must act nobly according to lee it

is in noble actions that human happiness is to be achieved for lee the soldier and citizen performing their respective duties were on the paths to individual

happiness and ultimately a free and independent csa in the enduring relevance of robert e lee marshall l derosa uses the american civil war and the figure of

robert e lee to consider the role of political leadership under extremely difficult circumstances and the proper response to those circumstances derosa

examines lee as a politician rather than just a military leader and finds that many of lee s assertions are still relevant today derosa reveals lee s insights and

his awareness that the victory of the union over the confederacy placed america on the path towards the demise of government based upon the consent of

the governed the rule of law and the judeo christian american civilization
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