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the second volume of the cambridge history of capitalism provides an authoritative
reference on the spread and impact of capitalism across the world and the varieties of
responses to it employing a wide geographical coverage and strong comparative outlook
a team of leading scholars explore the global consequences that capitalism has had for
industry agriculture and trade along with the reactions by governments firms and markets
the authors consider how world war i halted the initial spread of capitalism but global
capitalism arose again by the close of the twentieth century they explore how the
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responses of labor movements compounded by the reactions by political regimes
whether defensive or proactive led to diverse military and welfare consequences
beneficial results eventually emerged but the rise and spread of capitalism has not been
easy or smooth this definitive volume will have widespread appeal amongst historians
economists and political scientists

a new york times notable book a financial times best book of the year a learned
formidable and vivid story readers around the world will study and ponder this
monumental work of history agreeing and arguing with it all the while affirming its
generational importance for decades to come marcus rediker the new york times epic
read this book and you will learn innumerable things you did not previously know culled
from places you have never been readers including me will be genuinely grateful for
exposure to this breadth of scholarship and be glad to have a valuable tool of reference
on their shelves john kay financial times a landmark event years in the making a brilliant
global narrative that unravels the defining story of the past thousand years of human
history no other phenomenon has shaped human history as decisively as capitalism it
structures how we live and work how we think about ourselves and others how we
organize our politics sven beckert author of the bancroft prize winning empire of cotton
places the story of capitalism within the largest conceivable geographical and historical
framework tracing its history during the past millennium and across the world an epic
achievement his book takes us into merchant businesses in aden and car factories in
turin onto the terrifyingly violent sugar plantations in barbados and within the world of
women workers in textile factories in today s cambodia capitalism argues beckert was
born global emerging from trading communities across asia africa and europe capitalism
s radical recasting of economic life rooted itself only gradually but then it burst onto the
world scene as a powerful alliance between european states and merchants propelled
them and their economic logic across the oceans this beckert shows was modern
capitalism s big bang and one of its epicenters was the slave labor camps of the
caribbean this system with its hierarchies that haunt us still provided the liftoff for the
radical transformations of the industrial revolution fueled by vast productivity increases
along with coal and oil capitalism pulled down old ways of life to crown itself the defining
force of the modern world this epic drama shaped by state backed institutions and
imperial expansion corresponded at no point to an idealized dream of free markets
drawing on archives on six continents capitalism locates important modes of agency
resistance innovation and ruthless coercion everywhere in the world opening the aperture
from heads of state to rural cultivators beckert shows that despite the dependence on
expansion there always have been and are still areas of human life that the capitalist
revolution has yet to reach by chronicling capitalism s global history beckert exposes the
reality of the system that now seems simply natural it is said that people can more easily
imagine the end of the world than the end of capitalism if there is one ultimate lesson in
this extraordinary book it s how to leave that behind though cloaked in a false
timelessness and universality capitalism is in reality a recent human invention sven
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beckert doesn t merely tote up capitalism s debits and credits he shows us how to look
through and beyond it to imagine a different and larger world

the term capitalism is generally applied to the system under which the instruments of
production are the property of private owners who usually employ managers and manual
workers to carry out production by their means a word first of all to indicate clearly the
point of view which characterizes the study i shall not enter into the question of the
formation of capital itself that is of the sum total of the goods employed by their
possessor to produce more goods at a profit it is the capitalist alone the holder of capital
who will hold our attention my purpose is simply to characterize for the various epochs of
economic history the nature of this capitalist and to search for his origin about the author
henri pirenne 1862 1935 was a belgian historian who made significant contributions to
the field of medieval history

what does capitalism mean the emergence of a controversial concept three classics
marx weber and schumpeter other voices and a working definition merchant capitalism
china and arabia europe dynamic latecomer interim findings around 1500 expansion
business and violence colonialism and world trade joint stock company and finance
capitalism plantation economy and slavery agrarian capitalism mining and proto
industrialization capitalism culture and enlightenment adam smith in context the
capitalist era the contours of industrialization and globalization since 1800 from
ownership to managerial capitalism financialization work in capitalism market and state
analysis and critique

this book addresses the historical relationship that has arisen between the concept of
capitalism and the idea of china formulated by european intellectuals in order to identify
the social formation in which they found themselves capitalism was portrayed as unique
to europe and as an organic outgrowth of western civilization in this way china was
rejected as a model of civilization and seen merely as despotic feudal or stagnant this
eurocentric judgement has hung over all subsequent thinking about china even
influencing chinese perceptions of their own history the aim of this collaborative project
is to examine how the experience of capitalism as a european social formation and as a
world system has shaped knowledge of china in addition the volume aims to establish
new foundations on which a theory of chinese society might be built in order to perceive
and understand chinese development in less eurocentric terms

a succinct introduction to the history of capitalism by the renowned political theorist

in this short highly readable book the master of world systems theory provides a succinct
anatomy of capitalism over the past five hundred years considering the way capitalism
has changed and evolved over the centuries and what has remained constant he outlines
its chief characteristics in particular he looks at the emergence and development of a
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world market and of labor in doing so he argues that capitalism has brought about
immiseration in the global south as long as they remain within a framework of world
capitalism wallerstein concludes the economic and social problems of developing
countries will remain unresolved historical capitalism published here with its companion
essay capitalist civilization is a concise compelling beginners guide to one of the most
challenging and influential assessments of capitalism as a world historic mode of
production

in the stages in the social history of capitalism henri pirenne masterfully traces the
evolution of capitalism from its rudimentary beginnings to its more sophisticated forms
through a meticulous analysis of historical contexts and economic structures pirenne
employs a clear and accessible prose style typical of early 20th century social science
literature his work is both a historical chronicle and a theoretical exploration emphasizing
the social implications of economic practices and the transformative impact of
commerce on european society all framed within a comprehensive socio political context
henri pirenne a prominent belgian historian active during a period of profound shifts in
european society draws upon his wide ranging expertise in medieval history and
economics his experiences during world war i and the subsequent societal
transformations illuminated the intricate relationships between economy culture and
identity compelling him to examine how capitalism shaped and was shaped by social
forces this historical lens allows pirenne to present capitalism as a living evolving
phenomenon rather than a static framework for readers interested in the interplay of
economics and society pirenne s work offers invaluable insights into the historical
foundations of contemporary capitalism this book is a must read for historians
economists and anyone eager to understand the social underpinnings of economic
systems making it a pivotal addition to the library of those who wish to unpack the
complex legacies of capitalism in this enriched edition we have carefully created added
value for your reading experience a succinct introduction situates the work s timeless
appeal and themes the synopsis outlines the central plot highlighting key developments
without spoiling critical twists a detailed historical context immerses you in the era s
events and influences that shaped the writing a thorough analysis dissects symbols
motifs and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings reflection questions prompt
you to engage personally with the work s messages connecting them to modern life hand
picked memorable quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance interactive
footnotes clarify unusual references historical allusions and archaic phrases for an
effortless more informed read

what lies at the center of the mexican colonial experience should mexican colonial
society be construed as a theoretical monolith capitalist from its inception or was it
essentially feudal as traditional historiography viewed it in this pathfinding study enrique
semo offers a fresh vision that the conflicting social formations of capitalism feudalism
and tributary despotism provided the basic dynamic of mexico s social and economic
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development responding to questions raised by contemporary mexican society semo
sees the origin of both backwardness and development not in climate race or a
heterogeneous set of unrelated traits but rather in the historical interaction of each social
formation in his analysis mexico s history is conceived as a succession of
socioeconomic formations each growing within the womb of its predecessor semo sees
the task of economic history to analyze each of these formations and to construct
models that will help us understand the laws of its evolution his premise is that economic
history contributes to our understanding of the present not by formulating universal laws
but by studying the laws of development and progression of concrete economic systems
the history of capitalism in mexico opens with the conquest and concludes with the onset
of the profound socioeconomic transformation of the last fifty years of the colony a
period clearly representing the precapitalist phase of mexican development in the course
of his discussion semo addresses the role of dependency an important theoretical
innovation and introduces the concept of tributary despotism relating it to the problems
of indian society and economy he also provides a novelexamination of the changing role
of the church throughout mexican colonial history the result is a comprehensive picture
which offers a provocative alternative to the increasingly detailed and monographic
approach that currently dominates the writing of history originally published as historia
del capitalismo en mexico in 1973 this classic work is now available for the first time in
english it will be of interest to specialists in mexican colonial history as well as to general
readers

nature money work care food energy and lives these are the seven things that have made
our world and will shape its future in making these things cheap modern commerce has
transformed governed and devastated earth in a history of the world in seven cheap
things raj patel and jason w moore present a new approach to analyzing today s planetary
emergencies bringing the latest ecological research together with histories of colonialism
indigenous struggles slave revolts and other rebellions and uprisings patel and moore
demonstrate that throughout history crises have always prompted fresh strategies to
make the world cheap and safe for capitalism at a time of crisis in all seven cheap things
innovative and systemic thinking is urgently required this book proposes a radical new
way of understanding and reclaiming the planet in the turbulent twenty first century

the first volume of the cambridge history of capitalism provides a comprehensive
account of the evolution of capitalism from its earliest beginnings starting with its distant
origins in ancient babylon successive chapters trace progression up to the promised land
of capitalism in america adopting a wide geographical coverage and comparative
perspective the international team of authors discuss the contributions of greek roman
and asian civilizations to the development of capitalism as well as the chinese indian and
arab empires they determine what features of modern capitalism were present at each
time and place and why the various precursors of capitalism did not survive looking at the
eventual success of medieval europe and the examples of city states in northern italy and
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the low countries the authors address how british mercantilism led to european
imitations and american successes and ultimately how capitalism became global

contains nearly 2 000 annotated citations primarily english language works divided into
forth eight sections citations refer chiefly to works published between 1961 and 1992

henry heller s short account of the history of capitalism combines marx s economic and
political thought with contemporary scholarship to shed light on the current capitalist
crisis it argues that capitalism is an evolving mode of production that has now outgrown
its institutional and political limits the book provides an overview of the different
historical stages of capitalism underpinned by accessible discussions of its theoretical
foundations heller shows that capitalism has always been a double edged sword on one
hand advancing humanity and on the other harming traditional societies and our natural
environment he makes the case that capitalism has now become self destructive and
that our current era of neoliberalism may trigger a transition to a democratic and
ecologically aware form of socialism

this book examines the historiography of nineteenth century slavery from the perspective
of the second slavery the concept of the second slavery emphasizes the relationship
between local histories and world economic transformations it breaks with conventional
narratives of slavery by emphasizing the expansion of reconfigured slaveries in extensive
new zones of commodity production in brazil cuba and the us south as part of world
economic processes of decolonization industrialization urbanization and the creation of
mass markets thus slavery was not a moribund institution capitalist modernity liberal
ideology and anti slavery from above or from below faced a vigorous foe that operated
within the very economic political and cultural premises of the changing 19th century
world this perspective offers an original approach to the history of slavery it has opened
up vigorous debates over slavery and anti slavery atlantic history and capitalism an
international group of scholars critically engage older traditions of scholarship on atlantic
history the economic history of slavery and the history of slavery in cuba brazil and the
united states from the perspective of the second slavery each chapter reinterprets its
subject matter in a way that opens out to dialogue between national historiographies and
to a reformulation of atlantic and world economic history this collection of essays
contributes to the development of a more productive conceptual framework for the
reconstruction and reinterpretation of the historical relation of slavery and world
capitalism during the nineteenth century

the unlikely development of a potent historical force told with grace insight and authority
by one of our best historians with its deep roots and global scope the capitalist system
provides the framework for our lives it is a framework of constant change sometimes
measured and predictable sometimes drastic and out of control yet what is now
ubiquitous was not always so capitalism took shape centuries ago starting with a handful
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of isolated changes in farming trade and manufacturing clustered in early modern
england astute observers began to notice these changes and consider their effects those
in power began to harness these new practices to the state enhancing both a system
generating wealth power and new ideas arose to reshape societies in a constant surge of
change the centuries long history of capitalism is rich and eventful approaching
capitalism as a culture as important for its ideas and values as for its inventions and
systems joyce appleby gives us a fascinating introduction to this most potent creation of
mankind from its origins to now

humankind has evolved in many ways the basic reason for this evolution has been the
non stop urge for more innovation has helped humankind to facilitate living and increase
the standard of living too capitalism has served the same purpose it was by the way of
capitalism that a major part of the population was able to earn higher wages and
increase the standard of living capitalism has a long history this history has some
positives and some negatives based on the viewpoints of the various sections of the
society capitalism benefited the lower class by increasing their incomes but at the same
time it reduced the power of the upper class and the state the benefits that could be
enjoyed only by the landed gentry were now also being enjoyed by the poor and the
landless there were rebellions and resentments among both the sections but still
capitalism has emerged as a major economic system and it has been followed till date in
many of the economies capitalism took many forms and has evolved itself
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