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oliver taplin s seminal study was revolutionary in drawing out the significance of stage
action in greek tragedy at a time when plays were often read purely as texts rather than
understood as performances professor taplin explores nine plays including aeschylus
agamemnon and sophocles oedipus the king the details of theatrical techniques and stage
directions used by playwrights to highlight key moments are drawn out and related to the
meaning of each play as a whole with extensive translated quotations the essential unity
of action and speech in greek tragedy is demonstrated now firmly established as a classic
text greek tragedy in action is even more relevant today when performances of greek
tragedies and plays inspired by them have had such an extraordinary revival around the
world

in this study r g a buxton examines the greek concept of peitho persuasion before
analysing plays by aischylos sophokles and euripides

agememnon is the first part of the aeschylus s orestian trilogy in which the leader of the
greek army returns from the trojan war to be murdered by his treacherous wife
clytemnestra in sophocles oedipus rex the king sets out to uncover the cause of the
plague that has struck his city only to disover the devastating truth about his relationship
with his mother and his father medea is the terrible story of a woman s bloody revenge on
her adulterous husband through the murder of her own children

this volume offers a comprehensive account and critical analysis of all the important
versions of greek tragedy made on film from the 1927 footage of the reenactment of
aeschylus s prometheus in chains at the delphi festival to pasolini s notes for an african
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oresteia synopses of the tragedies are provided

becoming female the first book length examination of the body in classical athenian
tragedy reconsiders the figure of the male tragic hero making use of both feminist and
body theory the male hero becomes female in the space of tragedy through the
experience of suffering and seems unable to return to any secure expression of
masculinity katrina cawthorn concentrates initially on the figure of heracles in sophocles
the women of trachis an exemplary specimen of the tragic process of becoming female
who exhibits many of the central issues considered in the book the male hero is in the
course of the play undone and feminised while the instability of masculine identity is
revealed this theme of becoming female and the resulting failure to circumscribe the
feminine and return to any secure and triumphant concept of masculinity is argued to be
a discernible feature of the genre of tragedy the inconclusive and disconcerting nature of
tragic endings contribute to the dislocation of the tragic male and emphasise the
dionysian disturbance of the male hero moreover this state of the dissolute male hero has
textual and theatrical consequences extending to affect the audience so that it too
becomes feminised by the processes of tragedy becoming female is an important work for
scholars and students of classical studies ancient history drama and theatre studies
women s studies and cultural studies

this collection offers a vibrant exploration of the bonds between sexual difference and
political structure in greek tragedy in looking at how the acts of violence and tortured
kinship relations are depicted in the work of all three major greek tragic playwrights
aeschylus sophocles and euripides the contributors shed light on the workings and failings
of the greek polis and explore the means by which sexual difference and the city take
shape in relation to each other the volume complements and expands the efforts of
current feminist interpretations of antigone and the oresteia by considering the meanings
of tragedy for ancient athenian audiences while also unveiling the reverberations of greek
tragedy s formulations and dilemmas in modern political life and for contemporary
political philosophy

the blackwell companion to greek tragedy provides readers with a fundamental grounding
in greek tragedy and also introduces them to the various methodologies and the lively
critical dialogue that characterize the study of greek tragedy today comprises 31 original
essays by an international cast of contributors including up and coming as well as
distinguished senior scholars pays attention to socio political textual and performance
aspects of greek tragedy all ancient greek is transliterated and translated and technical
terms are explained as they appear includes suggestions for further reading at the end of
each chapter and a generous and informative combined bibliography

this work is based on the authors thesis ph d university of london 2002

this study examines how one of the most popular and glamorous figures of greek
mythology was imagined on the tragic stage of fifth century athens dr michelakis argues
that dramatists persistently appropriated achilles to address concerns of their time from
heroism and education to individualism and gender whether an aristocrat a dead warrior
or a young man the tragic achilles serves as a receptacle for competing definitions of
heroism oscillating between presence and absence the exceptional and the paradigmatic
tragedy draws on achilles to display and pit against one another contrasting views of the
mythological self and of its rights and obligations powers and limitations the book
considers the whole corpus of extant greek tragedy with particular attention paid to
aeschylus myrmidons and euripides hecuba and iphigenia at aulis

gilbert norwood s greek tragedy explores the essence and enduring legacy of ancient
greek theatrical works illustrating their pivotal role in shaping literature the book
examines the core themes of fate divine intervention morality and human suffering
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emphasizing their relevance to contemporary society norwood s analysis reveals how
these ancient plays resonate with modern audiences offering profound insights into the
human condition greek tragedy s exploration of fate and free will provokes thought on
current debates about determinism and autonomy the inexorable forces that drive
characters like oedipus s tragic discovery or antigone s defiance mirror today s struggles
with societal and existential crises these themes are pertinent to discussions on mental
health showing how recurring personal and societal conflicts impact individuals norwood
also dissects the function of divine will in tragedies fostering dialogue on the role of belief
systems and ideologies in contemporary life the portrayal of gods and fate raises
questions about the balance between faith and personal responsibility echoing today s
discussions on religious influence in politics and ethics furthermore issues of justice and
moral ambiguity in greek tragedies reflect modern legal and social justice movements
characters confronting moral dilemmas such as in the oresteia parallel present day battles
over ethical decision making and justice reform norwood s meticulous breakdown of greek
tragedies showcases their dramatic and literary impact while linking their themes to
contemporary issues this connection emphasizes the timelessness of these ancient
narratives and their significance illustrating how classical insights can inform and enrich
modern understanding of complex societal and personal dilemmas

astyanax is thrown from the walls of troy medeia kills her children as an act of vengeance
against her husband aias reflects with sorrow on his son s inheritance yet kills himself and
leaves eurysakes vulnerable to his enemies the pathos created by threats to children is a
notable feature of greek tragedy but does not in itself explain the broad range of
situations in which the ancient playwrights chose to employ such threats rather than
casting children in tragedy as simple figures of pathos this volume proposes a new
paradigm to understand their roles emphasizing their dangerous potential as the future
adults of myth although they are largely silent passive figures on stage children exert a
dramatic force that transcends their limited physical presence and are in fact theatrically
complex creations who pose a danger to the major characters their multiple projected
lives create dramatic palimpsests which are paradoxically more significant than their
immediate emotional effects children are never killed because of their immediate
weakness but because of their potential strength this re evaluation of the significance of
child characters in greek tragedy draws on a fresh examination of the evidence for child
actors in fifth century athens which concludes that the physical presence of children was a
significant factor in their presentation however child roles can only be fully appreciated as
theatrical phenomena utilizing the inherent ambiguities of drama as such case studies of
particular plays and playwrights are underpinned by detailed analysis of staging
considerations opening up new avenues for interpretation and challenging traditional
models of children in tragedy

aeschylus 525 bc 456 bc was an ancient greek playwright he is often recognized as the
father or the founder of tragedy and is the earliest of the three greek tragedians whose
plays survive the others being sophocles and euripides many of aeschylus works were
influenced by the persian invasion of greece which took place during his lifetime his play
the persians remains a quintessential primary source of information about this period in
greek history he wrote some 70 to 90 plays some of which are the persians seven against
thebes and the suppliants sophocles or sofokles 496 bc 406 bc was the second of the
three ancient greek tragedians whose work has survived to the present day his first plays
were written later than those of aeschylus and earlier than those of euripides according to
the suda a 10th century encyclopedia sophocles wrote 120 or more plays during the
course of his life but only seven have survived in a complete form namely ajax antigone
trachinian women oedipus the king electra philoctetes and oedipus at colonus

excerpt from a guide to greek tragedy for english readers the present volume does not
profess to be a repertory of facts and theories respecting the greek drama for such results
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of learned and archaeological research i would confidently refer the reader to haigh s attic
t zeatre or if a german scholar to a muller s and to the books there cited my hope has
been that by recording impressions made on myself by somewhat close and long
continued study of the originals i might assist the reader of aeschylus sophocles and
euripides whether in greek or english to enter more completely into the spirit and
intention of their works about the publisher forgotten books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic books find more at forgottenbooks com this book is a
reproduction of an important historical work forgotten books uses state of the art
technology to digitally reconstruct the work preserving the original format whilst repairing
imperfections present in the aged copy in rare cases an imperfection in the original such
as a blemish or missing page may be replicated in our edition we do however repair the
vast majority of imperfections successfully any imperfections that remain are intentionally
left to preserve the state of such historical works

astyanax is thrown from the walls of troy medeia kills her children as an act of vengeance
against her husband aias reflects with sorrow on his son s inheritance yet kills himself and
leaves eurysakes vulnerable to his enemies the pathos created by threats to children is a
notable feature of greek tragedy but does not in itself explain the broad range of
situations in which the ancient playwrights chose to employ such threats rather than
casting children in tragedy as simple figures of pathos this volume proposes a new
paradigm to understand their roles emphasizing their dangerous potential as the future
adults of myth although they are largely silent passive figures on stage children exert a
dramatic force that transcends their limited physical presence and are in fact theatrically
complex creations who pose a danger to the major characters their multiple projected
lives create dramatic palimpsests which are paradoxically more significant than their
immediate emotional effects children are never killed because of their immediate
weakness but because of their potential strength this re evaluation of the significance of
child characters in greek tragedy draws on a fresh examination of the evidence for child
actors in fifth century athens which concludes that the physical presence of children was a
significant factor in their presentation however child roles can only be fully appreciated as
theatrical phenomena utilizing the inherent ambiguities of drama as such case studies of
particular plays and playwrights are underpinned by detailed analysis of staging
considerations opening up new avenues for interpretation and challenging traditional
models of children in tragedy

an advanced critical introduction to greek tragedy for those who do not read greek
combines the best contemporary scholarly analysis of the classics with a wide knowledge
of contemporary literary studies in discussing the masterpieces of athenian drama

theatrical tragedy like all other major civic institutions of the fifth century b ¢ athenian
democratic patriarchy was exclusively male the course of western drama changed when
women characters played by transvestite male performers were introduced gender and
politics in greek tragedy explores themes and issues of gender identity and political
ideology in plays by aeschylus suppliant maidens oresteia sophocles antigone philoctetes
and euripides alcestis medea orestes helen iphigeneia in aulis bakkhai this is the first
book length treatment of the themes of gender and politics in ancient greek tragedy

this work brings together eleven of richard buxton s studies of greek mythology and greek
tragedy focusing especially on the interrelationship between the two and their importance
to the greeks themselves situating and contextualising topics and themes such as
mountains were wolves mythological names movement stillness blindness and
feminization within the world of ancient greece its landscapes social and moral priorities
and mental structures he traces the intricate variations and retellings which they
underwent in greek antiquity although each chapter has appeared in print in some form
before each has been thoroughly revised for the present book taking into account recent
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research the introduction sets out the principles and objectives which underlie buxton s
approach to greek myths and how he sees his own method in relation to those of his

predecessors and contemporaries
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