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the first major synthesis of the war since 2001 drawing upon a host of newly declassified documents
presidential tapes and overlooked foreign sources to give the most comprehensive look to date of the
war that still haunts america

unfolding the calley case step by step belknap shows how our system of military justice actually
works his dramatic reenactment takes readers through every stage of the trial from pre trial
investigations to actual courtroom exchanges among prosecutors defenders witnesses and judges in
the process he reveals how a court martial conducted within the public eye transformed a purely
legal proceeding into a political debate about the conduct of the war calley

a concise look at how military justice during the vietnam war served the dual purpose of punishing u
s solders crimes and infractions while also serving the important role of promoting core american
values democracy and rule of law to the vietnamese
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the first english language translation of the definitive chronicle of the vietnamese military s view of
the vietnam war published for the first time in the united states

when american and south vietnamese forces led by general creighton abrams launched an attack into
neutral cambodia in 1970 the invasion ignited a firestorm of violent antiwar protests throughout the
united states dealing yet another blow to nixon s troubled presidency but as john shaw shows the
campaign also proved to be a major military success most histories of the vietnam war either give the
cambodian invasion short shrift or merely criticize it for its political fallout thus neglecting one of
the campaign s key dimensions approaching the subject from a distinctly military perspective shaw
shows how this carefully planned and executed offensive provided essential support for nixon s
decent interval and peace with honor strategies by eliminating north vietnamese sanctuaries and
supply bases located less than a hundred miles from saigon and by pushing communist troops off the
vietnamese border despite the political cloud under which the operation was conducted shaw argues
that it was not only the best of available choices but one of the most successful operations of the
entire war sustaining light casualties while protecting american troop withdrawal and buying time for
nixon s pacification and vietnamization strategies he also shows how the united states took full
advantage of fortuitous events such as the overthrow of cambodia s prince sihanouk the
redeployment of north vietnamese forces and the late arrival of spring monsoons although critics of
the operation have protested that the north vietnamese never did attack out of cambodia shaw makes
a persuasive case that the near border threat was very real and imminent in the end he contends the
campaign effectively precluded any major north vietnamese military operations for over a year based
on exhaustive research and a deep analysis of the invasion s objectives planning organization and
operations shaw s shrewd study encourages a newfound respect for one of america s genuine military
successes during the war

the new evidence uncovers a number of behind the scenes plays such as nixon s secret nuclear alert
of october 1969 and sheds more light on nixon s goals in vietnam and his and kissinger s strategies of
vietnamization the china card and triangular diplomacy the excerpted documents also reveal
significant new information about the purposes of the linebacker bombings nixon s manipulation of
the pow issue and the conduct of the secret negotiations in paris as well as other key topics events
and issues all of these are effectively framed by kimball whose introductions to each document
provide historical context

in this major study a noted expert on the vietnam war objectively examines how and why president
lyndon johnson and his administration conducted the war as they did drawing on a wealth of newly
released documents from the lbj library george herring discusses the concept of limited war and how
it affected president johnson s decision making johnson s relations with his military commanders the
administration s pacification program of 1965 1967 the management of public opinion and the
fighting while negotiating strategy pursued after the tet offensive in 1968

the signing of the paris agreement in 1973 ended not only america s vietnam war but also richard
nixon s best laid plans after years of secret negotiations threats of massive bombing and secret
diplomacy designed to shatter strained communist alliances the president had to settle for a peace
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that fell far short of his original aims

catton treats the diem government on its own terms rather than as an appendage of american policy
focusing on the decade from dien bien phu to diem s assassination in 1963 he examines the
vietnamese leader s nation building and reform efforts particularly his strategic hamlet program
which sought to separate guerrilla insurgents from the peasantry and build grassroots support for his
regime catton s evaluation of the collapse of that program offers fresh insights into both diem s
limitations as a leader and the ideological and organizational weaknesses of his government while his
assessment of the evolution of washington s relations with saigon provides new insight into america s
growing involvement in the vietnamese civil war

drawing upon both archival research and his own military experiences in vietnam willbanks focuses
on military operations from 1969 through 1975 he begins by analyzing the events that led to a change
in u s strategy in 1969 and the subsequent initiation of vietnamization he then critiques the
implementation of that policy and the combat performance of the south vietnamese army arvn which
finally collapsed in 1975

a man of extraordinary inner strength and patriotic devotion general harold k johnson was a soldier s
officer loved by his men and admired by his peers for his leadership courage and moral convictions
lewis sorley s biography provides a fitting testament to this remarkable man and his dramatic rise
from obscurity to become lbj s army chief of staff during the vietnam war a native of north dakota
johnson survived more than three grueling years as a pow under the japanese during world war ii
before serving brilliantly as a field commander in the korean war for which he was awarded the
distinguished service cross for extraordinary heroism the latter experiences led to a series of high
level positions that culminated in his appointment as army chief in 1964 and a cover story in time
magazine what followed should have been the most rewarding period of johnson s military career
instead it proved to be a nightmare as he quickly became mired in the politics and ordeal of a very
misguided war johnson fundamentally disagreed with the three men lbj secretary of defense robert
mcnamara and general william westmoreland running our war in vietnam he was sharply critical of
lbj s piecemeal policy of gradual escalation and his failure to mobilize the national will or call up the
reserves he was equally despondent over westmoreland s now infamous search and destroy tactics
and reliance on body counts to measure success in vietnam by contrast he advocated greater
emphasis on cutting the north s supply lines helping the south vietnamese provide for their own
internal defenses and sustaining a truly legitimate government in the south unheeded he nevertheless
continued to work behind the scenes to correct the nation s flawed approach to the war sorley s study
adds immeasurably to our understanding of the vietnam war it also provides an inspiring account of
principled leadership at a time when the american military is seeking to recover the very kinds of
moral values exemplified by harold k johnson as such it presents a profound morality tale for our
own era

vietnam was america s most divisive and unsuccessful foreign war it was also the first to be televised
and the first of the modern era fought without military censorship from the earliest days of the
kennedy johnson escalation right up to the american withdrawal and even today the media s role in
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vietnam has continued to be intensely controversial the uncensored war gives a richly detailed
account of what americans read and watched about vietnam hallin draws on the complete body of the
new york times coverage from 1961 to 1965 a sample of hundreds of television reports from 1965
73 including television coverage filmed by the defense department in the early years of the war and
interviews with many of the journalists who reported it to give a powerful critique of the
conventional wisdom both conservative and liberal about the media and vietnam far from being a
consistent adversary of government policy in vietnam hallin shows the media were closely tied to
official perspectives throughout the war though divisions in the government itself and contradictions
in its public relations policies caused every administration at certain times to lose its ability to
manage the news effectively as for television it neither showed the literal horror of war nor did it
play a leading role in the collapse of support it presented a highly idealized picture of the war in the
early years and shifted toward a more critical view only after public unhappiness and elite divisions
over the war were well advanced

in four decades on historians anthropologists and literary critics examine the legacies of the second
indochina war or what most americans call the vietnam war nearly forty years after the united states
finally left vietnam they address matters such as the daunting tasks facing the vietnamese at the war s
end including rebuilding a nation and consolidating a socialist revolution while fending off china and
the khmer rouge and the vietnam syndrome the cynical frustrated and pessimistic sense that colored
america s views of the rest of the world after its humiliating defeat in vietnam the contributors
provide unexpected perspectives on agent orange the pow mia controversies the commercial trade
relationship between the united states and vietnam and representations of the war and its aftermath
produced by artists particularly writers they show how the war has continued to affect not only
international relations but also the everyday lives of millions of people around the world most of the
contributors take up matters in the united states vietnam or both nations while several utilize
transnational analytic frameworks recognizing that the war s legacies shape and are shaped by
dynamics that transcend the two countries contributors alex bloom diane niblack fox h bruce franklin
walter hixson heonik kwon scott laderman mariam b lam ngo vinh long edwin a martini viet thanh
nguyen christina schwenkel charles waugh
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