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in 1960 the wealthy owner of the merseyside based littlewoods corporation john moores took control of everton
football club setting in motion a chain of events that still affect the game in this country today everton had enjoyed
success before moores s takeover but things would never be the same again from the moment he walked through
goodison s doors although big clubs had spent money before none had done so with such naked short term ambition
and a ruthlessness to succeed that sent shockwaves through the previously stagnant world of english football the new
owner s ruthless streak was personified by his first major move sacking the popular johnny carey in the back of a
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london taxi in april 1961 everton would finish that 1960 61 season in fifth place their highest position since world war
two but the irishman s affable nature cost him his job in his place moores wanted a man in his own image to lead the
club forward and he soon found him harry catterick catterick was little over 40 years old and had been an everton
player himself only ten years before but as a boss he exuded an aura that demanded respect and obedience from his
players it was a characteristic that won him few fans but plenty of trophies and across the decade everton reasserted
themselves as one of english football s powerhouses winning two league titles and an fa cup catterick s ability to
nurture young products of the club s youth set up such as colin harvey and joe royle was trumped only by his mastery
of the transfer market allowing him to sign the great howard kendall from preston north end and world cup winner alan
ball from under his rivals noses harvey kendall and ball would soon form the club s greatest midfield trio and their
brilliance would underpin the 1969 70 title win a victory for free flowing football in an era of cynicism that trophy would
be everton s last major honour for 14 years in money can t buy us love everton s official statistician gavin buckland tells
the tale of how moores and manager harry catterick took the so called mersey millionaires to the summit of english
football in the context of the major cultural changes of the time the book provides a forensic character study of both
catterick and moores and also delves into the archives to provide a definitive account of the incidents that rocked the
club in a fruitful but turbulent decade including allegations of doping in the 1962 63 campaign the 1964 match fixing
scandal which signalled the end of tony kay s career and the shock sale of alan ball money can t buy us love offers
fascinating insight into how strong personalities can take a team to the very top but can also cause in its ultimate
downfall

a recollection of more than thirty years of watching professional sport across britain and europe the memories cover
more than a thousand games of football rugby league cricket ice hockey and rugby union

football is a game of opinions alan hansen knows this only too well in his long distinguished career with liverpool he
faced some fierce public criticism from the media now the boot is on the other foot and hansen himself earns a living
as one of football s most outspoken and popular pundits hansen s autobiography is as uncompromising as the man
himself looking back at fourteen victorious years at anfield he focuses on the highlights and the inspirational
characters paisley fagan dalglish rush who were so instrumental in building the club s international success then there
were the disappointments and the darker days at heysel and hillsborough hansen reflects on the impact both incidents
had on his life and on the future for spectators of british football in 1991 hansen retired from football he explains his
reasons for not wanting to stay in the game revealing a surprising lack of self confidence if he were starting his playing
career now who are the teams he would want to play for and those he wouldn t which managers and players does he
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respect why does he admire wimbledon above all other home teams hansen addresses these questions and now that
clubs are becoming multi faceted business empires looks at the future for the game in the uk until a knee injury ended
his playing career hansen was one of the most successful british soccer players of all time he captained liverpool to an
historic double in 1986 and is the only person to have won all of the honours available at club level at least twice a keen
tactical understanding of the game has made him a favourite on bbc tv match of the day grandstand and sportsnight
before embarking on his professional playing career hansen was awarded a place at aberdeen university to read history

he lives with his family in merseyside
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